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IC Header 2010-11 

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
&  

Association for Institutional Research (AIR) 

This project has been funded, at least in part, with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education 
under contract number ED-IES-09-C-0006. The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the 

views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial 
products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 

Welcome 

•  New survey component for 2010-11 
•  Collected each fall 
•  Tutorial includes 
- Overview  
- What’s New  
- Step-by-Step 
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Overview of the IPEDS  
IC Header Survey 

Collection Cycle 

•  Collects information about institutions 
•  Collected during the fall collection 
- Opens in August during Registration 
- Closes mid-October 
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Survey Completion  

•  IC Header items were previously found in 
the Institutional Characteristics survey 

•  Institutions are encouraged, but not 
required, to complete IC Header during the 
Registration period 

•  Institutions are required to complete IC 
Header prior to beginning other Fall 
surveys 

Reporting Compliance 

•  Implications for all IPEDS surveys 
- All postsecondary institutions receiving Title IV 

financial aid must complete IPEDS surveys 
• Fines imposed for failure to comply 

- Answers determine applicability and version of 
the remaining IPEDS survey components 
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College Navigator 

•  Much of the information will be displayed 
to the public on College Navigator  

 www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator 

Context Boxes 

•  Provided to further explain survey 
responses 

•  Responses may be displayed on College 
Navigator 
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What’s New for IC Header 
2010-11  

What’s New for 2010-11 

•  IC Header is a new survey component 
•  IC Header will determine applicability and 

version for remaining IPEDS survey 
components 

•  IC Header must be completed prior to 
starting any of the fall surveys 
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What’s New for 2010-11 

•  The following items will be moved from the 
Institutional Characteristics (IC) survey to 
IC Header: 
- A1 Educational Offerings 
- B1 Institutional Control 
- B2 Award Levels Offered 
- B3 Calendar System 
- B4 Enrollment Levels Offered  

 (excluding Estimated Fall Enrollment) 
- B6 Graduation Rate Cohort 

Step-by-Step 
IC Header 
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Part A: Educational Offerings 

Part B: Institutional Control 
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Part B: Institutional Control 
Public Institution 

•  Operated by publicly elected or appointed 
school officials and supported primarily by 
public funds 

•  Public does not mean 
- Open to the public 
- Licensed by the state 

Part B: Institutional Control 
Public Institution 
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Part B: Institutional Control 
Private Institution 

•  Controlled by private individuals or 
nongovernmental agency 

•  Usually supported primarily by other than 
public funds, and operated by other than 
publicly elected or appointed officials 

•  Can be not-for-profit (independent or 
religiously affiliated) or for-profit 

Part B: Institutional Control 
Private Institution 
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Part B: Award Levels 

Part B: Award Levels 
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Part B: Calendar System 

•  Academic Reporters 
- Standard academic 

• Semester, trimester, quarter, 4-1-4 
- Other academic 

• Block, continuous 

•  Program Reporters (primarily occupational/
vocational) 
- Differs by program 
- Continuous 

•  If programs are offered on more than 
one calendar system, select the system 
under which most programs are offered 

•  If there is no predominant calendar 
system, indicate the option that best 
characterizes the institution 

Part B: Calendar System 
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Effect of Calendar System  
on Data Reporting 

Price data 
Graduation Rates and 
Student Financial Aid 

data 
Standard Academic Terms 
-  Semesters 
-  Trimesters 
-  Quarters 
-  4-1-4 

Per academic year Fall cohort 

Standard Academic Terms 
- Other academic 

Per academic year Full-year cohort 

Other Calendar System 
- Differs by program 
- Continuous basis 

By program Full-year cohort 

Part B: Student Enrollments 
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First-time Student 

•  A student attending any institution for the 
first time at the postsecondary level 
- Students enrolled in academic or 

occupational programs 
- Students enrolled in the fall term who 

attended college for the first time in the prior 
summer term 

- Students who entered with advanced 
standing (college credits earned before high 
school graduation) 

•  Institutional Characteristics 

•  Graduation Rates  

•  Fall Enrollment 

•  Student Financial Aid  

•  IPEDS College Navigator 

 www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator 

First-time Student 
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Part B: Doctor’s  
Professional Programs 

•  Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.) 
•  Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.) 
•  Medicine (M.D.) 
•  Optometry (O.D.) 
•  Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.) 
•  Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) 
•  Podiatry (Pod.D., D.P., or D.P.M.) 
•  Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.) 
•  Law (J.D.) 

Part B: Graduation Rates Cohort 
Four-year Institutions 
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Part B: Graduation Rates Cohort 
Two-year Institutions 

Part C: New Institutions 
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Reporting Compliance 

•  Each year, NCES provides a list of 
institutions that do not submit IPEDS 
reports to the Office of Federal Student Aid 
(FSA) 

•  FSA sends out fine letters and warnings to 
noncompliant institutions 

•  Penalty for not submitting IPEDS can be as 
high as $27,500 per occurrence, or loss of 
Title IV eligibility 

IPEDS Help 

IPEDS Help Desk 

Phone: 1-877-225-2568  

Email: ipedshelp@rti.org  


